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Argentine environmentalists have continued to block roads into Uruguay after the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) at The Hague decided on Jan. 23 not to order an end to the roadblocks. The
court sided against Uruguay's demand for preventive measures to end the roadblocks, which
environmentalists have set up to pressure Uruguay not to build two paper mills along a river the two
nations share.
The protests have included calls for supporters not to vacation or bank in Uruguay. Spain has sought
to mediate between the two nations in the long-running conflict regarding the wood-pulp mills,
which Argentina says will pollute the Rio Uruguay (see NotiSur, 2005-09-16 and 2006-02-10). A
Spanish company is building one of the mills, while a Finnish company is building the other.

Crossing continuously blocked for 85 days
Argentina celebrated its victory at the ICJ where its justices ruled 14-1 that the Uruguayan legal
team had not shown proof that the road blockages would do "irreparable damage." Environmental
groups have repeatedly shut down access to binational crossings at Gualeguaychu and Colon, both
in Argentina.
The only vote for preventive measures to stop blockades came from the ad hoc judge placed on the
panel by Uruguay. The finding read by court president Rosalyn Higgins said, "There is no urgency
for the measures that Uruguay seeks."
It was the second major ruling from The Hague, with the ICJ ruling last July in Uruguay's favor
that constructing the two paper mills did not violate a 1975 treaty between the two countries (see
NotiSur, 2006-07-28).
Another decision went against Argentina in September when an ad-hoc tribunal of the Southern
Cone Common Market (MERCOSUR), of which both countries are members, said the Argentine
government did not act with due diligence to end blockades of international roads and bridges.
The ICJ's refusal to order the barricades dismantled, however, further emboldened protest groups,
with hundreds of demonstrators temporarily blockading the last of three Argentine bridge crossings
to Uruguay on Jan. 31, sealing all major land routes. For five hours, the protesters closed the crossing
at Concordia, Argentina, one of the only routes that had remained open during months of sporadic
bridge blockades that had halted traffic at two crossings further downstream on the Rio Uruguay.
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The rare moment when all bridge routes were blocked simultaneously came as vacationers,
including many Argentines, traveled to and from Uruguay's beach resorts during the Southern
Hemisphere summer.
The demonstrators say Uruguay's pulp mills will cause lasting environmental damage and
undermine tourism in a pristine region of soybean and citrus-farming plantations. But Uruguay said
its studies show there will be no such damage and pollutants will be kept within legal limits.
The sporadic barricade-building was launched more than a year ago by Argentine activists
protesting the sprawling wood-pulp plant being built near Fray Bentos, Uruguay, about 300 km
northeast of Montevideo. The crossing near Fray Bentos at Gualeguaychu, Argentina, has been
blocked continuously for 85 days, according to a Feb. 14 report in Buenos Aires newspaper Clarin.
The crossing at nearby Colon, Argentina, has also been frequently blockaded. The Finnish
consortium Oy Metsa-Botnia AB and Kymmene Corp. and Spanish company Empresa Nacional
de Celulosa de Espana (ENCE) are building the plants as part of a US$1.9 billion project. The
projects represent Uruguay's biggest foreign investment ever and are expected to create 600
permanent jobs and 3,000 indirect jobs. Backers say the mills would boost Uruguay's exports by 15%.
Uruguay claims the protests have cost it more than US$200 million in lost commerce since late 2005.
Thousands of Uruguayans have rallied in support of the mill.

Argentina files water-use complaint
In early November, Argentina filed a complaint with Uruguay for doubling the amount of water
one of the projects is allowed to pump from the river between the countries. Foreign Minister Jorge
Taiana filed the letter of complaint after Uruguay increased the volume Metsae-Botnia Oy's mill can
extract from the river to 60 million cubic meters a year.
The permission violated a request by the ICJ that the countries' avoid actions that escalate
the conflict before a final ruling, said Raul Estrada Oyuela, representative for international
environmental negotiations at the Argentine Foreign Ministry. "Uruguay is trying to ram through
a project that my country considers contrary to the proper environmental protection of the river
and is worsening tense relations," Taiana said in the letter, which was given Nov. 1 to Uruguayan
Ambassador in Argentina Francisco Bustillo. "
Argentina will take any legal actions available to it in international courts." "The reason for this
increase may be that the pollution will be so high that the company needs more water to dilute it
or that it plans to increase pulp production," Estrada Oyuela said Nov. 2. "Uruguay is ignoring the
court's request to avoid new actions that make the situation worse." Uruguay's Foreign Minister
Reinaldo Gargano said the conflict requires a "political" solution, according to the country's official
Web site.
Political solutions have been in short supply, however, as both sides remain intransigent. Argentine
President Nestor Kirchner called Uruguay's President Tabare Vazquez to ask that he recall a
military guard he deployed to protect one of the cellulose plants in November, calling the measure
an "affront" and an "error." "It hurt me and hit me in the heart," said Kirchner on Nov. 30, after
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Vazquez ordered about 100 troops to guard the Botnia plant. "I don't know why the president of
Uruguay ordered the army to protect a paper plant. We didn't deserve this affront." Kirchner called
on Vazquez to "rectify this error," adding, "We care for our Uruguayan brothers, we love them."
The security operation included an accident simulation to measure the response capacity of
firefighters, police, and the armed forces, according to Uruguayan newspaper El Pais. The
Associated Press reported that Uruguay militarized the area surrounding the Botnia plant on Dec. 1
to stop possible attacks on the site but withdrew troops after a request by the company on Dec. 16.

Spanish crown tries to mediate
The Spanish crown has sent emissary Juan Antonio Yanez to mediate between the two countries.
Representing King Juan Carlos, Yanez has met with both governments in an effort to lower tensions.
It was Kirchner who personally asked the king to mediate in the controversy during the IberianAmerican Summit in Montevideo in November. Spanish President Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero
has also sought to reopen dialogue between the two countries.
Kirchner has so far refused Uruguayan calls to have police repress road blockades, saying, "The
people of Gualeguaychu are absolutely peaceful." Argentina rejects World Bank report on effects
In October, Argentina sent a letter to the World-Bank's International Financial Corporation (IFC)
rejecting a report the body had published claiming the mills would not contaminate the river.
Argentina's Environmental Secretary Romina Picolotti wrote in the letter that the IFC's report
lacked "scientific seriousness," had "substantial errors," and drew "mistaken conclusions." "The
report by the Canadian consulting firm Ecometrix conducts no new studies nor does it bring new
data, but rather it limits itself to using the data supplied in the Environmental Imact Evaluations by
Botnia and ENCE," said Picolotti in the letter. "The report has served only to fulfill a formality." The
World Bank is making a US$170 million loans to Uruguay to build the plants. [Sources: Bloomberg,
11/02/06; La Nacion (Paraguay), 12/04/06; El Mercurio (Chile), 09/08/06, 12/11/07; Inter Press Service,
11/22/06, 12/18/06, 01/24/07; Associated Press, 01/31/07; El Comercio (Ecuador), 01/23/07, 02/01/07; El
Nuevo Herald (Miami), 08/02/06, 08/09/06, 08/13/06, 09/07/06, 09/20/06, 10/04/06, 10/16/06, 11/02/06,
11/03/06, 11/07/06, 11/16/06, 11/20/06, 11/22/06, 11/30/06, 12/04-06/06, 12/11/06, 12/13/06, 12/15/06,
01/10/07, 01/22/07, 01/23/07, 01/24/07, 01/29-31/07, 02/05/07; El Pais (Uruguay), 09/06/06, 09/11/06,
10/16/06, 11/02/06, 11/03/06, 11/07/06, 11/10/06, 11/13/06, 11/17/06, 11/20/06, 01/24-26/07, 01/30/07,
01/31/07, 02/01/07, 02/05/07, 02/06/07; Clarin (Argentina), 10/10/06, 11/03/06, 11/06/06, 11/07/06,
11/09/06, 11/10/07, 11/13/06, 11/17/06, 11/20/06, 12/06/06, 12/11/06, 12/12/06, 01/23/07, 01/30/07,
01/31/07, 02/01/07, 02/05/07, 02/06/07, 02/14/07; www.telesurtv.net, 11/07/06, 11/10/06, 11/13/06,
11/20/06, 11/22/06, 11/29/06, 11/30/06, 12/12/06, 12/13/06, 12/27/06, 12/28/06, 01/03/07, 01/08/07,
01/12/07, 01/15/07, 01/18/07, 01/23/07, 01/25/07, 01/29-31/07, 02/02/07, 02/05/07, 02/07/07, 02/13/07,
02/14/07]
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